Roadrunner rides a German two-stroke twin that was an =
inspiration for both British and Japanese manufacturers 4




dler. The English is eagle, and a stylised
motif of the winged predator soars over
the German company’s name. Set up in
1886, Frankfurt based Adler had made
100,000 bicycles by 1808, In 1395 it di ified
into produ typewriters — and cars a year
Motoreyeles followed in 1902, but they
ted a mere fiv s, until 1907.
Motorcyele production did not restart until
1950 — prompted by the post-war consumer
boom in Germany. But when it did, there w
ample evidence of original thought from
Adler’s design team. The first machine, the
MI00, was a 50 x 5S0mm 98cc two-stroke sin-
gle, with its crankshafl, cluteh and gearbox
arranged in line. This was an ideal layout for
shaft drive, but Adler mounted the engine
acruss the frs final drive by chain
In 1951, c and 150ec versions joined the
range, followed at the end of the year by a
200ce twin. With & bore and stroke of 48 x
B, this was the foreranner of Adler's most
popular motoreycl MB250. These three
models had short leading link forks, con-
trolled by spiral clock type springs and friction
dampers. Plunger units supported the rear
wheel Further motorcycle development at
Adler was rapid. The 200ce twin was joined by
Jee version in 1953 — the bore had been
enlarged to Smm. Both twins were super-
seded by the improved MB250 in 1051,
Although they sold well in German;
Adlers were exported to the United Kingdom.
Londoner Bemie Stevens owns a 1054
24Tee MB250 twin. Now delivering the milk in
rural Sussex, Bemie is a devotee of Fifties
German motoreycles, remarking that he has
always been attracted by the quality of their
design and manufacture. The design detail on
the Adler is indeed astonishing when com-
pared with contemporary British motorcy-
cles. Good examples are the neatly mounted
hom — it's in the outer cover of the baiery
box — and the handlebar lock in the
the steering damper knob. Better stll, th
box hinges down from the frame to rev
, and locked lid Once this is

Owner Bernle Stevens is a devoted fan of
German design and manufacturing quality.

removed, the box becomes a tool tray. Good
design always makes the link between form
and function. Adler's talented engineers were
abviously unfettered by cost accountants and
endless project commitiees.

Bernie was outbid at auction for the authen-
tic and unrestored Adler. But when the twin
was again on sale, he just had to have it — at
afar higher price than he was prepared (o pay
originally. Finished in a light mets green,
the faded paintwork has been tounched up in
places. Bernie explains that the right hand
side is in worse shape than the left — reflect-
ing how the Adler was stored. [ hope he never
restores this wonderful survivor.

The engine is a unit. construction parallel
twin two-stroke. The separat ron cylin
ders have square bore and stroke dimensions
of Simm, giving a capacity of 247cc. Adler
claimed a power output of 16bhp at 5600rpm,
s0 the motorcycle would have been consid-
ered buzzy in its day. But it doesn't cry out for
a five speed gearbox or demand e
clutch slip and engine revs to pull

The drive is via an engine speed cl
primary gears to an allindirect gearbox. The
final drive chain is fully enclosed. The power
unit s housed in a widelysplayed duplex
frame, fitted with plunger rear suspension.
Unusually, the units are equipped with
hydrmulic damping, with adjustment for load
by means of radially finned cap nuts on top.
The front forks are also hydraulically damped
and retain the short leading link geometry of
the earlier models. But instead of the spiral
springs, the MB250 uses coils. These are oper:
ated m arrangement within the alu-
minium housing at the bottom of each fork
Jeg, The leading links also pivot at this point

The upper ends of the fork legs terminate in
a fork crown below the steering head just like
a bicycle. Ariel used the idea on their own
two-stroke twins, the Leader and Arrow. This
results in a neat, uncluttered steering head







